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Michael Collins, having orbited
the moon thirty times while his
confederates made man's first’
landing on it, now finds himself in
a somewhat more exposed pesition,
that of Assistant Secretary of State
for Public Affairs, As one former
Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs, 1 wish good luck and happy
times to the new one.

The job is one of those that
is sometimes called the
“most thankless” in Washington.

{There are, in fact, 194,284 “‘most
thankless” jobs in Washington, not
counting that of the custodian at
the U.S. Mint, who burns up used
hundred-dollar bills,) The State
Department job can be a rewarding
one, and it is always challenging.
The man who holds it is supposed
to interpret the State
Department and American foreign
policy to the public (will the young
man in the third row kindly wipe
that smile off his face) and
interpret the American public to the
diplomats. The trick is to come as

close as possible 10 a draw; by that T

mean to have the public-at-large no
angrier at you for what you do not
tell them than the officials in the
State Department and the White
House are for what you Aave told.
Apparently Mr. Collins is being
relieved of responsibility for dealing
with the press and the other media,
which eliminates a lot of the hazard
but also much of the fun of the job.
I presume, though, that he will
enjoy the annual privilege of trying
to exact appropriations for the
Bureau of Public Affairs from
Congressman John Rooney of
Brooklyn,«ho may not be the
meanest man on Capito! Hill but is

-surely one of the rudest to anyone

seeking funds for public affairs at
State.

Mr. Collins says he hopes to bring
the State Department and the
American public closer together.
Well, there is nothing wrang with
that just as long as they don't get to
like each other toc much~—that
would verge on being un.American,

————
1895-1970

Arthur H. Thornhill, $r., began as
a shipping clerk in the prestigious
Boston publishing house of Little,
Brown, and rose to be president
and then chairman of the board of
the company. He was a superb
publisher, famous in the trade for
his integrity and his hard
bargaining, and he lived by the not
altogether universally ‘accepted
notion that authers are more
important than those who edit or
publish them. He was for nearly
sixteen years a member of the beard
of directors of the Ailantic Monthly,
and it is difficult to say who was the
prouder of that association, he or
all of us at the magazine and our
book publishing division, the
Atlantic Monthly Press.
With his sudden death at seventy-four
on January g, we lost a treasured
counselor and friend.

/@zmm?



The Womanly Image

“Character assassination through the ages

had a job interview several weeks ago. Friends

warned me not to be t00 agressive. During the

interview, 1 tried to present myself as a compe-
tent candidate, able to “think like a man” and yet
not to be a “masculing” female. After fielding sev-
eral questions relevant to the job, 1 sudden!y heard,
“Miss Stern, are you in love?”

Do you think they asked my competition—seven
men—the same question? No, for a2 cultureful of
reasons. Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was quoted
once as saying, “There are two kinds of women:
those who want power in the world and those who
want power in bed.” And the majority seem to
agree with Jackie that the latter is socially more
acceptable. That's how many women in America
have been taught to think. And that's how many
men think women ought to think.

Children are taught sexual stereotypes early, as
well as the appropriate behavior for a sex-deter-
mined role in life. Asking a little boy, “What do
you want to be when you grow up?” implies to him
unlimited possibilities in his future. But most often
we ask a litde girl, “Where did you get that pretey
dress?” suggesting she has only one real option
open to her, 1f we do ask her what she wants to
be, she’s likely to give the conditioned female re-
sponse—"A mother.” Why? So she can replace her
dolls with real babies.

"The inspiration for teaching girls to expect less
than boys comes from a range of cultural sources,
religious, literary, psychiatric, and pop. Even in
the Bible, exceptional, independent women like
Rebecca, Sarah, Deborah, or Ruth are practically
"unknowns" compared with infamous Eve or De-
lilah,

Eve was made from one of Adam’s spare parts,
almost as an afterthought, to help him ont on

the man should be alone; I will make him a help-
meet for him.""

There is a contrary legend of the first female,
Lilith, who was created equal to man.

When the Lord created the world and the firse
man, he saw that man was alone, and quickly
created a woman for him, made like him from
the earth, and her name was Lilith. Right awiy,
they began to quarrel. He would say “You sleep
en the bottom,” and she would say "No, you
sieep on the bottom, since we are equals and both
formed from the earth. ...” When Lilith saw
what the situation was, she pronounced the Ineffable
Name and disappeared into thin air.

But Eve, not Lilith, is the prototypal woman—
mant's little helper, and his temptress.

Today the heirs to the Bible in America—Jews
and Christians—have formalized biblical biases in
laws and ceremonies and thereby elevated folklore
to religious truths. Among the Orthodox Jews, for
example, discrimination against women is so
blatant that they are forced to sit segregated be-
hind a curtain or in a balcony. The rationale is
that women will distract men from their prayers. It
is no wonder that men thank God every morning in
their ritual prayer “that Thou has not made me a
woman.”

The majority of Jews have modified most tradi-
tional formalities, but independent female expres
sion is still discouraged if outside the confines of
the home or not channeled through husband and
children.

A Jewish wife is less subservient to her husband
than a gentile wife; so say comparative studies on
the subject. That's somewhat understandable since
Christianity owes much to a prominent classical
heritage, that held the second sex in even lower

earth: “And the Lord God said: ‘It is not good that ~ esteem. Utopia for the male chauvinist is Demos-

by Péula Stem
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thenes’ description of Hellenic male-female arvange- . & of her compensations: she is without pity, without

ments: “We have hetairae for the pleasure of the
spirit, concubines for sensual pleasure, and wives to
bear our sons.”

Aristotle’s definition of feminity was “a certain
lack of qualities; we should regard the female na-
ture as afflicted with a natural defectiveness.” And
his disciple Saint Thomas Aquinas echoed him
religiously: “. . . a female is something deficient
and by chance.”

Contempt for women helps explain why they
can't become Catholic priests, and why theo-
logians, religious education courses, and Catholic
marriage manuals highlight the supposedly inferior
and passive qualities of women, who “naturally”
subordinate themselves to men.

Traditional Protestant marriage services also per-
petuate the attitude that the female is a second-
class human being. Like a piece of property, the
bride is “given” by her father 1o the groom, whom
she promises to “obey.” (Although formally re-
moved from the liturgy, this vow still persists in
the popular image of the wedding ceremony.} The
clergyman reminds her of her proper place when
he says, “1 pronounce that they are man and wife.”
Not husband and wife. Not man and woman. The
man keeps his status, while she takes on a new one.
Her identity vanishes when she sheds her maiden
name for his identification. (Blackstone's Commen-
taries on the [aw swips a married woman of her
rights altogether as she legally dies on her wedding
day and becomes “incorporated and consolidate
with her husband.” Accordingly, “A man cannot
grant anything to his wife for the grant would be
to suppose her scparate existence.”)

lthough reputedly *progressing” beyond

the attitudes of antiquity and the Middle

Ages, our enlightened European ancestors

continued furnishing us some not too enlightened

guidelines on a woman's place—ar lack of it—in
the world.

High school English students learn from Shake
speare that “Frailty, thy name is woman." Rous
seau's contribution to the ideas of man's equality
and natural goodness makes one exception:
“Woman was made to yield 1o man and put up
with his injustice.”

Samuel Johnson's word to the wise woman i3
that “a man is in general better pleased when he
has a good dinner upon his table, than when his
wife talks Greek.” Honoré de Balzac adds, “A
woman who is guided by the head and not the
heart is a social pestilence: she has all the defects
of a passionate and affectionate woman with none

Freelancer Paula Stern is 2 Memphis native and
a doctoral candidate in international relations
at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
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love, without virtue, without sex.”

When in 1976 in America, Abigail Adams asked
her husband, John Adams, to “be more generous
and favorable to them [women] than your ances
tors” and to see to it that the new government not
“put such unlimited power into the hands of the
husbands,” John reportedly chuckled. The Conti-
nental Congress ignored her. Two hundred years
later Spiro Agnew said: “Three things have been
difficult to tame—the ocean, lools, and women
We may soon be able to tame the ocean; fools and
women will take a litde longer.”

The myths of marriage counselor G. C. Payetter
(from his book How To Get and Hold « Woman)
have been praised by a number of psychiatrists, and
he is consulted in earnest by troubled people. Pay.
etter counsels: :

Feelings, moods, and attirude . . . rule a woman,
not facts, Teason, nor logic,

By herself woman is all mixed-up but superb
as an auxiliary (Genesis: helper) .

Woman is inanimate or on the defensive until
you create a {eeling such as 2 praise. Then she goea
all oue. .

Never scold or explain when she is angiy.
remember she is feeling not thinking. . . .

Stop bosing: just manipulate her in her feel
ings. . . .

The acquisition of & ledge or respensibilities
does not lessen women's need for support, guidance,
and control. Quite the contrary.

Why ask women when they only need to be
told? Why ask women when they hope to be taken?

America's twentieth-century gospel is the work of
Freud. Although Freud supposedly has altered the
entire course of Western intellectual history, many
of his ideas about women are simply male chauvin.
ism. Letters he wrote his fiancde reveal that he, too,
wanted his woman kept relatively docile and ig-
porant 30 she couldn’'t compete with him.

His theories have given scientific status to preju-
dice. The Freudians—paychiatrists, clinical psychol-
ogists, psychiawric socal workers, marriage coun-
selors, pastoral counselors, educators, writers, lit-
erary critics, historians, anthropologists, sociologists,
criminologists, and just plain subway psychiatrists
in the newspapers, magazines, and on TV-all sub
xcribe to the belief that “anatomy is destiny.” In
other words, biological differences between the
sexes determine personality differences; standards
of mental health depend on the sex of the sick.

How? Dr. Judd Marmor, clinical professor of
psychiatry at UCLA, has summarized Freud's views
on feminine psychology:

The mon signibcant of the biologicai factors . . .
is the lack of the penis, which inevitably leads to
“penis envy” in the Freud idered penis
envy to be a dominant theme in all feminine life, and
one that inevitably causes women to feel inferior tn




men. These deep seated leelings of inadequacy can be
compensated for only partially by giving birth to a
male child. . . . ¢

Masochisem and passivity . . . are natural aspects
of normal femininity and whenever a behaves
in non-passive or aggressive ways or competes with
men. she is being neurotically unfeminine. . . .

The most complicated sequence of personality de-
velopment that wemen are subject to ., . leads
inevitably . . . 1o less adequate superego formation
than in men. This presumably is reflected in women
having a poorer sense of justice and weaker socdial
interests than men have,

Any resemblance between women and pet dogs
or mute concubines js- purely coincidental. No
doubt, Payetter's model woman is the runner-up to
this year's Miss America, who said women shouldn't
try to run things “because they are more emotional
and men can overcome their emotions with logic."

Even more objectionable are psychiauris-authors
who pronounce final judgment on the mental
health of thousands of women reading books like
The Power of Seaxual Surrender, Featured in the
book, which has had at least ten paperback print-
ings and been excerpted in Pageant magazine, is
“The Masculine Woman." (Doctor, how can a
woman be a female and be masculine simultaneous-
Iy She's “frigid”—"a driving, competitive woman
who was very successful in the business world, hav-
ing graduated from a leading woman’s college.”
“Clear thinking and logical mind, her emotionless
almost masculine forthrightness in expressing her-
self belied her softly feminine appearance” Sur-
rendering 1o her “real nature,” the doctor’s cure, is
the only way she can be mentally healthy. Then
miraculously .
. . . those details of life that ence seemed so dificult
become simple. And because they are feminine tasks,
household work, planning and gewing dinners,
keeping the children busy or in line—whatever life
demands—soon lose their irksome and irritating quali-
ty and become easy, even joyful. . . . At this june
ture, or closely following on it, 2 woman begins to
feel her full power, the power that comes 1o her for
her surrender to her destiny.

he spuriously Freudian vision of a truly

"feminine” female serves the purposes of

admei who woo women to spend millions
on clothes and cosmetics in vain pursuit of their
“real nature.” To sell 2 new product, industry need
only simultantously make the product and manu-
facture anxiety in gals, pressing them to consume or
be consumed in a female identity crisis. For exam-
Ple, featured in every women’s magazine, including
those for teen-agers, are the latest advertising cam-
Paigns for vaginal deedorants, a “female necessity.”
One called Cupid's Quiver comes in four Havors—
Orange Blossom, Raspberry, Champagne, or Jas-

_mobiles . . )" |
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mine. Madison Avenue courts the female, even
seducing minors. Teenform, Inc., manufacturers of
bras for teen-agers, estimates that nine-year-olds
spend §2 million on bras annually.

Ingenue magazine pushes teen-agers into adult
posturing. The format is peppered with advertise-
ments for engagement rings, pictures of desirable
adolescent boys, and occasionally a plan of attack
such as dinners for two. The ads for cosmetics and
clothes are practically identical 10 those in maga-
zines designed for their mothers. Typical of
women's magazines, Ingenue includes ar least one
psychologically centered article. Recently, it ex-
plained in “The Hardest Thing About Growing
Up" that "inevitably, relationships with boys affect
relationships with girls."” It condoned the statement,
“1 don't trust other girls in the same way anymore.
They become rivals.” This is how girls learn the
platitudes: women can’t work with other women
when men are around, and never work for a
woman.

1f a girl manages to survive Ingenue without
succumbing to marriage, Glamour picks her up.
(“How Five Groovy Men Would Make You Over
Inte Their Dream Giris") Where the boys are is
where it's at for the reader who is shunted from
high school to college to career tc marriage to
motherhood—"Find Your New Lock. College Into
Career Make-over, Job Into Mother Make-over.”

The lucky gal who's made the grade by landing
a man is promoted to Modern Bride, which induces
her to buy “utterly feminine” wedding gowns,
bride-and-groom matching wedding rings, silver,
china, furniture, ad nauseam. The wedding itself
is big business; Wediquette International, Inc., of-
fers total planning—the place, time, invitations,
gown, caterers, Rorist, photagrapher . . .

Ah, then conjugal bliss—and of course, a maga-
zine for mothers, Redbook boasts its biggest year
because it knows "Young Mamas Spend More
Thar Big Daddies” and so talks “to that 18-s4
year old the way she wants to be talked to,” which
means in baby talk or
kitchen chatter.

McCall’s claims 16
million mauons who
“buy more than the
readers of any other
woman's ervice maga-
zine.” Its reader "buys
more cosmetics and toi-
letries, more prepared
foods, owns more life
insurance, more auto-

Although Cosmopali-
tan says its reader is the
carcer woman who de-
sires success in her own
right, it is pitched to the




gal who missed the marriage hoat the first time
around. Female passivity is still the accepted mode
of behavior. She can be assertive in the office, bur
when man-hunting after five, she must be seductive-
ly submissive. Who knows? She might hook a di-
vorced man or married man looking for an affair.

Cosmo repeats an old tip from Jackie and De.
lilah—sex is a woman’s hidden arsenal, Under a
pseudonym, “a well-known American gynecologist”
instructs readers “How to Love Like A Real
Woman.” “If your man bawls at you and you know
you are in the right, what should you do?’ “You
should take your clothes off. Sex is a woman's
suongest weapon. It is her proper -weapon,”

Taking a cue from The Power of Sexual Sur-
render, the expert explains, "Women must give
and give and give again because it is their one and
only way to obtain happiness for themselves.” Fur-
ther, "To argue is a male activity. To fight is 2 male
activity. I say to women: ‘Don’t become a man in
skirts. Don't fight. Don’t argue. . . '™ Any femnale
who would practice this advice must be masochistic
—typical of a “normal” female, according to Freud-
ian thought.

A popular misconception is that in 1ime educa-

tion will erase all the ill effects of thinking in stereo-
types. But the educational system takes over where
cultural myths, Freudian folklore, and the media
Ieave off in depressing a girl's aspirations and moti-
vations. All along, she's taught to accept a double
standard for success and self-esteem: It's marriage
and motherhood for girls, while it's education 2nd
career for boys. She's pushed to be popular, date,
and marry young (more than half of all American

.

‘women are married before the age of rwenty.one).
Success in school only inhibits her social life. In-
tellectual striving, a necessity for academic success,
is considered competitively aggressive; that is un-
natural and unladylike behavior, since the essence
of femininity, she has learned, is repressing aggress-
iveness. Telling her she thinks like a2 man is a
backhanded compliment. which is discouraging if
she has tried to be a woman using her brains, not
sex, in the classroom and office.

While girls outperform boys intellectually in
prepuberty, attrition in IQ sets in during adoles-
cence when they learn from new, extracurricular
lessons that looks, not brains. are what counts. After
high school, achievement in terms of productiviry
and accomplishment drops off even more. More
than 75 percent (some say as high as g5 percent) of
all qualified high-schoolers not entering college are
girls. Thos¢ who go attend more for husband-hunt-
ing than for educational self-advancement; one
study at a Midwestern university revealed 70 per-
cent of the freshmen women were there for an
MRS. Women BA's are less than half as likely to try -
for a graduate degree as equally qualified men.

Women should not be given an even break in
education and careers, says a clichéd argument, be-
cause they will get married and quit anyway. But
that's because they are given an arbitrary, unfair
option which men aren’t forced to accept—either
career or marriage. Caresr opportunities and salary
levels for women are so poor that a calculating
femmale would figure marriage is a better bargain.
Once married, she can stop fighting the stereotypes
and start teaching them to her children,
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